CHAPTER VIII

THE REPUBLICAN  OPPORTUNITY

THE Republican party had the inestimable ad-
vantage in the year 1889 of being able to act. It
controlled the Senate which had become the seat of
legislative authority; it controlled the House; and
it had placed its candidate in the presidential chair.
All branches of the Government were now in party
accord. The leaders in both Houses were able
men, experienced in the diplomacy which, far more
than argument or conviction, produces congres-
sional action. Benjamin Harrison himself had
been a member of the ruling group of Senators, and
as he was fully imbued with their ideas as to the
proper place of the President he was careful to
avoid interference with legislative procedure. Such
was the party harmony that an extensive pro-
gram of legislation was put through without serious
difficulty, after obstruction had been overcome in
the House by an amendment of the rules.
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